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(n) For new records storage facilities, 
boiler rooms or rooms containing 
equipment operating with a fuel supply 
(such as generator rooms) must be sep-
arated from records storage areas by 4-
hour-rated fire barrier walls with no 
openings directly from these rooms to 
the records storage areas. Such areas 
must be vented directly to the outside 
to a location where fumes will not be 
drawn back into the facility. 

(o) For new records storage facilities, 
fuel supply lines must not be installed 
in areas containing records and must 
be separated from such areas with 4-
hour rated construction assemblies. 

(p) Equipment rows running perpen-
dicular to the wall must comply with 
NFPA 101 (1997), Life Safety Code, with 
respect to egress requirements. 

(q) No oil-type electrical trans-
formers, regardless of size, except ther-
mally protected devices included in flu-
orescent light ballasts, may be in-
stalled in the records storage areas. All 
electrical wiring must be in metal con-
duit, except that armored cable may be 
used where flexible wiring connections 
to light fixtures are required. Battery 
charging areas for electric forklifts 
must be separated from records storage 
areas with at least a 2-hour rated fire 
barrier wall. 

(r) Hazardous materials, including 
records on cellulose nitrate film, must 
not be stored in records storage areas. 
Nitrate motion picture film and nitrate 
sheet film may be stored in separate 
areas that meet the requirements of 
the appropriate NFPA standard, NFPA 
40 (1997), Standard for the Storage and 
Handling of Cellulose Nitrate Motion 
Picture Film, or NFPA 42 (1997), Code 
for the Storage of Pyroxylin Plastic. 

(s) All records storage and adjoining 
areas must be protected by a profes-
sionally-designed fire-safety detection 
and suppression system that is de-
signed to limit the maximum antici-
pated loss in any single fire event to a 
maximum of 300 cubic feet of records 
destroyed by fire. Section 1228.242 
specifies how to document compliance 
with this requirement.

§ 1228.232 What are the requirements 
for environmental controls for 
records storage facilities? 

(a) Paper-based temporary records. 
Paper-based temporary records must be 
stored under environmental conditions 
that prevent the active growth of mold. 
Exposure to moisture through leaks or 
condensation, relative humidities in 
excess of 70%, extremes of heat com-
bined with relative humidity in excess 
of 55%, and poor air circulation during 
periods of elevated heat and relative 
humidity are all factors that con-
tribute to mold growth. 

(b) Nontextual temporary records. Non-
textual temporary records, including 
microforms and audiovisual and elec-
tronic records, must be stored in 
records storage space that will ensure 
their preservation for their full reten-
tion period. New records storage facili-
ties that store nontextual temporary 
records must meet the requirements in 
this paragraph (b) January 3, 2000. Ex-
isting records storage facilities that 
store nontextual temporary records 
must meet the requirements in this 
paragraph (b) no later than October 1, 
2009. At a minimum, nontextual tem-
porary records must be stored in 
records storage space that meets the 
requirements for medium term storage 
set by the appropriate standard in this 
paragraph (b). In general, medium term 
conditions as defined by these stand-
ards are those that will ensure the 
preservation of the materials for at 
least 10 years with little information 
degradation or loss. Records may con-
tinue to be usable for longer than 10 
years when stored under these condi-
tions, but with an increasing risk of in-
formation loss or degradation with 
longer times. If temporary records re-
quire retention longer than 10 years, 
better storage conditions (cooler and 
drier) than those specified for medium 
term storage will be needed to main-
tain the usability of these records. The 
applicable standards are: 

(1) ANSI/PIMA IT9.11–1998, Imaging 
Materials—Processed Safety Photo-
graphic Films—Storage; 

(2) ANSI/NAPM IT9.23–1996, Imaging 
Materials—Polyester Base Magnetic 
Tape—Storage; 
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(3) ANSI/PIMA IT9.25–1998, Imaging 
Materials—Optical Disc Media—Stor-
age; 

(4) ANSI /NAPM IT9.20–1996, Imaging 
Materials—Reflection Prints—Storage 
Practices; and/or 

(5) ANSI/NAPM IT9.18–1996, Imaging 
Materials—Processed Photographic 
Plates—Storage Practices. 

(c) Paper-based permanent, unsched-
uled and sample/select records. Paper-
based permanent, unscheduled, and 
sample/select records must be stored in 
records storage space that provides 24 
hour/365 days per year air conditioning 
(temperature, humidity, and air ex-
change) equivalent to that required for 
office space. See ASHRAE Standard 55–
1992, Thermal Environmental Condi-
tions for Human Occupancy, and 
ASHRAE Standard 62–1989, Ventilation 
for Acceptable Indoor Air Quality, for 
specific requirements. New records 
storage facilities that store paper-
based permanent, unscheduled, and/or 
sample/select records must meet the 
requirement in this paragraph (c) Jan-
uary 3, 2000. Existing storage facilities 
that store paper-based permanent, un-
scheduled, and/or sample/select records 
must meet the requirement in this 
paragraph (c) no later than October 1, 
2009. 

(d) Nontextual permanent, unscheduled, 
and/or sample/select records. All records 
storage facilities that store microfilm, 
audiovisual, and/or electronic perma-
nent, unscheduled, and/or sample/select 
records must comply with the storage 
standards for permanent and unsched-
uled records in parts 1230, 1232, and/or 
1234 of this chapter, respectively.

HANDLING DEVIATIONS FROM NARA’S 
FACILITY STANDARDS

§ 1228.234 What rules apply if there is 
a conflict between NARA standards 
and other regulatory standards that 
a facility must follow? 

(a) If any provisions of this subpart 
conflict with local or regional building 
codes, the following rules of precedence 
apply: 

(1) Between differing levels of fire 
protection and life safety, the more 
stringent provision applies; and 

(2) Between mandatory provisions 
that cannot be reconciled with a re-

quirement of this subpart, the local or 
regional code applies. 

(b) If any of the provisions of this 
subpart conflict with mandatory life 
safety or ventilation requirements im-
posed on underground storage facilities 
by 30 CFR chapter I, 30 CFR chapter I 
applies. 

(c) NARA reserves the right to re-
quire documentation of the mandatory 
nature of the conflicting code and the 
inability to reconcile that provision 
with NARA requirements.

§ 1228.236 How does an agency request 
a waiver from a requirement in this 
subpart? 

(a) Types of waivers that may be ap-
proved. NARA may approve exceptions 
to one or more of the standards in this 
subpart for: 

(1) Systems, methods, or devices that 
are demonstrated to have equivalent or 
superior quality, strength, fire resist-
ance, effectiveness, durability, and 
safety to those prescribed by this sub-
part; 

(2) Existing agency records centers 
that met the previous NARA standards 
in effect on January 2, 2000, but that do 
not meet a new standard required to be 
in place on January 3, 2000; and 

(3) The application of roof require-
ments in §§ 1228.228 and 1228.230 to un-
derground storage facilities. 

(b) Where to submit a waiver request. 
The agency submits a waiver request, 
containing the information specified in 
paragraphs (c), (d), and/or (e) of this 
section to the Director, Security and 
Space Management Division (NAS), 
National Archives and Records Admin-
istration, 8601 Adelphi Rd., College 
Park, MD 20740–6001. 

(c) Content of request for waivers for 
equivalent or superior alternatives. The 
agency’s waiver request must contain: 

(1) A statement of the specific provi-
sion(s) of this subpart for which a waiv-
er is requested, a description of the 
proposed alternative, and an expla-
nation how it is equivalent to or supe-
rior to the NARA requirement; and 

(2) Supporting documentation that 
the alternative does not provide less 
protection for Federal records than 
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